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SPLURGE

‘Should we worry
if millennials
aren’t buying?’

There is truly no more masterful
hyperrealistic fruit and veg than than
the delicate, hand-painted works
of art from Penkridge Ceramics.
⬤⬤Double green
striped tomato, £184, at
Penkridge Ceramics

Prudence
Ivey

f your imagination is not catered
for by what’s already out there on
the homewares scene then I say
make it yourself. Or rather,
commission someone else to
make it for you — unless you have a
full workshop in your back garden
and the expertise to use it.
London is full of makers with
well-equipped studios and fantastic
skills ready to interpret your
outlandish designs and turn them
into finished objects, and new
enclaves of cool craftsmen are
popping up as I type.
And while the idea of
commissioning furniture might
seem rather grand, in fact you’d be
surprised: I promise you bespoke
doesn’t have to mean broke.
It won’t cost a huge amount to add
instant individuality to even
the most basic, seen-iteverywhere furniture. My
friend Barnaby Lewis has
just set up a forge at his
studio in Bermondsey
where he can hammer
you out all sorts of
fabulous objects. I find
good-looking door
handles some of the
most difficult objects to
source so I love designing
them myself and getting
Barnaby to make them. This is
such a smart way to spruce up
your kitchen cabinets or
wardrobe doors. An awkward
hallway could be transformed
by a made-to-measure coat
hook, or you could get daily
delight from a beauteous
toilet-roll holder.
Across the road from Barnaby

SAVE

EDITOR

Starter for 10 (out of 10)
with these pink radicchio
side plates. They contrast brilliantly
with green dinner plates.
⬤⬤Radicchio hand-painted
side plate, £32, at Les
Ottomans at Amara

SPLURGE

If you like Pina Coladas,
serve them from this brilliant
pineapple pitcher.
It’s perfectly good for water,
too — just not as fun.
⬤⬤Pineapple pitcher,
£100, from Bordallo
Pinheiro at Liberty

MID-RANGE

Skye McAlpine hosts the
prettiest parties on
Instagram. Summer tea
parties are sorted with this
berry-strewn pot.
⬤⬤Fragola teapot, £74, at Skye
McAlpine Tavola

Just one thing
Five a day: Eleanor Cording-Booth serves
up fruit-and-veg-themed homeware
SAVE

These colourful candle
holders are made by
sought-after British
ceramicist Rachael Cocker.
⬤⬤Pomegranate candle
holder, £60 each, from
Rachael Cocker
at Berdoulat

SPLURGE

Looking for kitsch with a twist? Add a splash of yellow
to your table with a handpainted, Amalfi
lemon-studded fruit bowl.
⬤⬤Handmade Tuscan lemon bowl, £199, at Sous Chef

Now is the start of seed
sowing season. Follow
these tips for London
growers and George
Hudson says success is
(almost) guaranteed

Your fruit doesn’t have
to pass as the real
deal. Fill a bowl with
speckled Murano
glass pears, apples and
bananas from
Stories of Italy.
⬤⬤Murano glass pear
paperweight, £190,
from Stories of Italy
at Selfridges

If you’ve ever grown from seed,
you’ll know the elation felt as
tiny plants wake from their
dormancy and emerge through
the soil. For Londoners, however,
space and light are often limited
and not everyone needs a huge
bag of compost or 200 tomato
plants. But follow my advice and
you’re (almost) guaranteed
seed-sowing success.

London’s priciest house — at £58m

A

15,000 sq ft townhouse
at the Chelsea Barracks
development has gone
on sale for £58 million,
making it the most
expensive property in London
currently listed on the open market.
Rather than being marketed on
any of the search portals, the
six-storey home has its own
restricted-access website. The most
expensive home listed elsewhere
online is a £54.5 million mansion in
Mayfair built in 1732.
The townhouse is one of 13 in the
exclusive Chelsea Barracks enclave
designed by architect Ben Pentreath.
It also features 64 apartments and a
mews house, which sold at the height
of the pandemic for £18 million.
The location is the definition of
prime real estate — on the southerly
tip of Belgravia and the border of
Kensington and Chelsea.
The seven-bedroom townhouse has
its own spa, a cinema room, a private

High life: the
15,000 sq ft
Chelsea Barracks
townhouse has
seven bedrooms
and its own spa

garden and roof terrace, a garage
and a separate mews house at the
end of the garden for guests, or
lucky teenagers.
The interior design, by Albion
Nord, is all herringbone flooring,
marble fireplaces and soaring
ceilings of 3.5 metres.
Number 2 Whistler Square is the
only one of the 13 townhouses with
an annexe and is therefore the
most expensive of the collection.
The conversion of the
former military base has courted
controversy since its inception.
Locals slammed the original design
by Lord Rogers, with the plans
considered out of keeping with the
area. A revised 12.8-acre plan by
architects Squire & Partners was
based on the traditional London
garden square.
The development has since been
awarded a coveted eco-credential, the
LEED Platinum accreditation for
neighbourhood design.

Inside man
By Jermaine Gallacher

London’s coolest makers are proving
bespoke doesn’t have to mean broke

London not
calling: Jessie
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One of a kind: this vintage Vico Magistretti sofa reupholstered by Altyn is available
at Dudley Waltzer. Inset, Barnaby Lewis’s forge and, right, a Miranda Keyes vase
is Charlie Froud Studio. A
formidable carpenter who takes a
truly artistic approach to his work,
Charlie’s your man if you need
some hard-wearing shelving with
dovetail joinery, for example.
Miranda Keyes knows her way
around a blowpipe and can turn
your most outlandish vase dreams

into reality. Or a drinks party with
goblets made by her would be truly
out of the ordinary.
If it’s just a facelift you need — for
your tired furniture only — Olga
Mackenzie can breathe new life
into any sad old footstool or
sagging sofa. At her Forest Gate
studio, Altyn, Olga uses her

The Gardener’s Notebook

SPLURGE

What to grow

DANIEL HAMBURY

Another week, another stat about
millennials and housing. Today it’s a
report from data analytics firm Outra,
which found that my maligned
demographic is buying fewer homes than
ever, accounting for just a quarter of
property transactions in 2021.
If you can still read while rolling your eyes
at the prospect of yet more whining from
the babies of the adult world, then consider
that the oldest millennials are now pushing
a pretty ripe 42, the youngest are 26.
Traditionally these would be prime homebuying ages. In an economy that’s geared
towards home ownership as a major source
of financial security, the fact that the
proportion of people in that age bracket
buying a home has dropped by 11 per cent
in the past five years is significant.
The report worries under-40s are facing
a ticking financial time bomb. But years
into the housing crisis, instead of asking
how more people can access this asset at
ever more wildly inflated prices, shouldn’t
we question a culture in which housing is
an asset rather than a place to live?
This view is gaining momentum with
serious housing analysts acknowledging
that the property market is out of control.
From fairer taxation to a massive new
social housing programme and a better
regulated private rental sector, the ideas
are there, we just need the political will to
put them into action.
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First-time sowers
should dive in with
these dead certs. For
flowers try nasturtiums,
sunflowers or
calendula (with
its very funky
seeds). If you
want to eat the
fruits of your
labour you can’t
go wrong with
tomatoes, rocket or
radishes. But skip
the seeds with
onion and garlic
sets, seed
potatoes and

Be mean, keep ’em lean

young strawberry plants
planted straight into containers
or beds.

Where to buy

Its not too late — sustainably
sourced seed options include:
⬤⬤Tamar organics
(tamarorganics.co.uk)
⬤⬤Vital Seeds (vitalseeds.co.uk)
⬤⬤Higgledy Garden
(higgledygarden.com)
⬤⬤Real seeds (realseeds.co.uk)

When to sow

Don’t sow everything at once.
The sowing season extends
through spring and as late as
June and sowing in small
batches will give you a longer
season of fruit and flowers.
Slow growers such as
cosmos, aubergines and
peppers can be started
now. Squash, sunflowers,
salad and zinnias will
still do their thing
if sown in June.

Let there
be light

Many seeds
need light to
trigger
germination
and as soon as
a seedling starts
growing, lack of
light will quickly
lead to gangly

plants. If you’re growing in pots
inside, your seedlings need to be
as close to the window as
possible. Most seeds can be
started outside from the end of
April. Turning their container
daily will also help promote
even growth, as will using a
mirror or tin foil behind them.
Grow lights are an option if you
are really in the dark, but can be
a faff to set up.

Give big seeds a head start

Larger seeds like pumpkin,
sunflower, pea and bean will
germinate sooner if you soak
them in water the night before
sowing. This helps soften the
hard seed coat — eight hours is
all they need.

Seedlings require little to no
additional nutrients for the first
few weeks of their life.
Providing additional nutrients, in
the form of fertilisers, can cause
unwieldy growth that is
vulnerable to pests, diseases and
flopping over. By limiting the
nutrients in the early days, you’ll
have stronger, tougher plants
going forward. Seed compost is
sold with this in mind but, when
space is tight, having a host of
different soils is a luxury. Choose a
peat-free, multipurpose compost
and avoid sowing seeds in
specially enhanced composts
made for vegetable or bedding
plants. Dalefoot Composts makes
peat-free seed and multipurpose
compost in smaller bags.
⬤⬤dalefootcomposts.co.uk

Thou shalt not waste

Almost any container with good
drainage can be used for sowing.
Upcycling food packaging is a
great option: plastic mushroom
boxes, fruit punnets and milk
bottles can all make good seed
trays. For fast-growing plants like
pumpkins cardboard egg boxes
also work. Modular trays make life
easy: these have individual cells
for each plant. The 30-cell seed
tray from plasticfreegardening.
com is a bit more expensive
than the plastic equivalent but
it will last a lifetime.

extensive knowledge of 20th-century
furniture and upholstery to turn
even the most complex of jobs from
lumpy to lovely. All you have to do is
choose the fabric.
Armed with the secrets of my
entire Rolodex, I entreat you to
remember one last thing:
commissioning homewares is as
much about the process as it is
the finished article. In a world
where you can have any piece of
ready-made tat delivered to your
door in less than 24 hours, this
is your opportunity to work with
the best in the biz, masters of
their crafts. I personally couldn’t
think of anything better.
⬤⬤ Barnaby Lewis studio
Unit 6 Orion Business Centre,
Surrey Canal Road,
SE14 5RT, (barnabylewis.
studio@gmail.com)
⬤⬤ Charlie Froud studio
Unit 10-11, Excelsior Works,
Rollins Street, SE15 1EP
(showroom@jermainegallacher.
com for info)
⬤⬤ Miranda Keyes
The Studios 330 St James’s
Road, SE1 5JX (miranda.keyes@
icloud.com; studiokeyes.co.uk)
⬤⬤ Altyn (olgamackenzie@
gmail.com; altynhome.com)

London
is full of
makers with
fantastic
skills ready
to interpret
your
outlandish
designs

